
Existing Research Analysis 
 
There are many reports and books that describe anecdotes and draw broad conclusions 
from a large array of incidents.  There is little research that is truly systematic or 
scientific.  The most systematic look at fraud is the report written by Lori Minnite.  The 
most systematic look at voter intimidation is the report by Laughlin McDonald.  Books 
written about this subject seem to all have a political bias and a pre-existing agenda that 
makes them somewhat less valuable.  
 
Researchers agree that measuring something like the incidence of fraud and intimidation 
in a scientifically legitimate way is extremely difficult from a methodological perspective 
and would require resources beyond the means of most social and political scientists. As 
a result, there is much more written on this topic by advocacy groups than social 
scientists.  It is hoped that this gap will be filled in the “second phase” of this EAC 
project. 
 
Moreover, reports and books make allegations but, perhaps by their nature, have little 
follow up.  As a result, it is difficult to know when something has remained in the stage 
of being an allegation and gone no further, or progressed to the point of being 
investigated or prosecuted or in any other way proven to be valid by an independent, 
neutral entity.  This is true, for example, with respect to allegations of voter intimidation 
by civil rights organizations, and, with respect to fraud, John Fund’s frequently cited 
book.  Again, this is something that it is hoped will be addressed in the “second phase” of 
this EAC project by doing follow up research on allegations made in reports, books and 
newspaper articles.   
 
Other items of note:    
 

• There is as much evidence, and as much concern, about structural forms of 
disenfranchisement as about intentional abuse of the system.  These include felon 
disenfranchisement, poor maintenance of databases and identification 
requirements.   

 
• There is tremendous disagreement about the extent to which polling place fraud, 

e.g. double voting, intentional felon voting, noncitizen voting, is a serious 
problem.  On balance, more researchers find it to be less of problem than is 
commonly described in the political debate, but some reports say it is a major 
problem, albeit hard to identify.   

 
• There is substantial concern across the board about absentee balloting and the 

opportunity it presents for fraud.    
 

• Federal law governing election fraud and intimidation is varied and complex and 
yet may nonetheless be insufficient or subject to too many limitations to be as 
effective as it might be. 

 



• Deceptive practices, e.g. targeted flyers and phone calls providing 
misinformation, were a major problem in 2004. 

 
• Voter intimidation continues to be focused on minority communities, although the 

American Center for Voting Rights uniquely alleges it is focused on Republicans. 
 


